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St Matthew’s Curriculum Statement

Here at St Matthew’s, we have developed a statement that outlines all that we want our children to
achieve in their time at St Matthew’s Primary School. We aim for the children to achieve all of the
following through following our taught curriculum in the classroom and by participating in the wider
life of the school, its culture and values. Here is our statement below:

We want our curriculum to prepare children for the future so that they may
lead happy, positive and fulfilling lives.

We want the children to develop the skills, knowledge and confidence to make
and take opportunities in life. This is in terms of academic excellence and by
developing the healthy lifestyle, attitudes, dispositions, values and ways of
thinking that will promote their sense of well-being, happiness and fulfilment.

We want the children to have a wide range of experiences to enable them to
discover and develop their individual interests, a sense of who they are and
what they want to be.

We want the children to be motivated, engaged and enthusiastic about their
learning, and take this enthusiasm forward into everything that they do. This
will enable them to be curious, life-long learners.

We want children to be confident to take risks, to be resilient to learn from
mistakes and to know how to get help and support when they need it.

We want the children to be critical thinkers, to question what they are told and
come to their own conclusions.

We want the children to know their rights and responsibilities, in school, in our
community and in wider society.

We want children to reflect on their values and act accordingly.

We want the children to learn the skills to develop strong, positive
relationships and friendships.

We want the children to be open minded and culturally aware. We want them
to understand that people are different, including having different families,
relationships, beliefs, views and opinions. We want them to embrace, respect
and celebrate this diversity.



The National Curriculum and
the Early Years Foundation Stage

In Nursery and Reception we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. A link to this can be
found on our website.

In Years One to Six we follow the national curriculum for England and Wales. A link to the National
Curriculum can be found on our website. This gives a detailed breakdown of programmes of study for each
curriculum area as follows:

English Programmes of Study for:

e Year One

Year Two,

“Lower Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Four)

“Upper Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Six)

Programmes of Study for each Year Group for Vocabulary, Grammar
and Punctuation

Maths Programmes of Study for each group from Years One to Six

Science Programmes of Study for each group from Years One to Six

All other Attainment Targets and Subject Content for Key Stage One (Years One and
National Two) and Key Stage Two (Years Three to Six)

Curriculum

Subjects

We also follow the Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

How the Curriculum Is Organised

On the following pages you can see what is being taught in each curriculum area each half term.

Whatever we are teaching, there are certain key features that are consistent about how the
curriculum is organised and delivered...

1. A “Context for Learning”

We teach most subjects through a “Context for Learning”. This is the over-arching topic we use to
provide a meaningful context to the children’s work. Usually each half term will have a different
“Context for Learning”. We use these contexts to teach all the national curriculum subjects, and
look to make links between the subject areas.

Literacy and mathematics are taught each day and linked to the theme where possible. Some
lessons may be taught discretely if they do not fit in with the context for learning.

We may when appropriate focus on a particular curriculum area for a few days. For example,
rather than having one art lesson at a particular time every week, children may have a week
focusing on art, enabling them to really get their teeth into a particular project.

Some curriculum areas may not be taught every half term (for example, History may be taught one
half term then Geography the following half term).

2. An Exciting “Entry Point”



Each context for learning begins with a “wow” entry point for the children. The purpose of these is
to stimulate children’s excitement, interest and motivation to learn. These events usually happen in
the first couple of weeks of teaching using that context. They may involve children going on a
class trip or it may be an event organised in school.

3. Our Question Boards

Each class begins each half term’s context for learning by brainstorming what they already know
about the area and generating questions that they would like to find out the answers to. Each
classroom has a “questions board” with the children’s questions displayed. These help inform the
teacher’s planning for each half term and are used to help the children to become active,
independent learners.

We strongly believe that this skills-based approach to teaching and learning has a positive impact
on your child’s enjoyment and achievement at school.

A Personalised Curriculum for Your Child

Precise learning objectives are differentiated according to each child’s next steps in their learning.
You can find out more detail about your child’s next steps in learning by coming to the Parents’
Evening Meetings in the Autumn and Spring terms, from your child’s Annual Written Report in the
Summer Term and by making an appointment with your child’s class teacher if you feel you need
more information or have any concerns.

Homework is another good way of keeping up with what your child is learning. Reading with your
child, helping them learn spellings, number bonds, multiplication tables and other activities that are
sent home give a good indication of the areas your child is working on.

Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the First Half of Autumn Term

Context for Learning: The Great Fire of London







Class Rules/Routines

Respectful
Relationships

Caring Friendships
Mental Wellbeing

Fire safety

The importance of respecting others, self respect and
being treated with respect. Using good manners and
courtesy and how to say ‘no’.

Recognising the characteristics of friendship, who to
trust and how to stay happy and secure

How to resolve conflict and include others.
Recognise and talk about emotions.

Know how to stay safe in a fire. (link to topic)

Cultural Diversity

Social responsibilty:
cooperation.

DIALLS Unit: Mobile.
Through a short animation, children will learn the value
of cooperation and how to ensure everyone is happy.

Religious Education

Why do we
celebrate?

Children will learn about celebrations in a range of
religions including Harvest.

Cooking and Nutrition

Not taught for this topic

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Those History People — Great Fire of London activity day Wednesday 2nd

October 2024.

Visit from local Fire Brigade - tbc.




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the Second Half of
Autumn Term

Context for Learning: Mexico
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Respectful
Relationships

Caring Friendships
Online Relationships

Internet Safety and
Harms

Anti-Bullying

Recognising characteristics of healthy friendships

How to stay safe online.

Cultural Diversity

Global similarities
and differences

Taught through Mexico Topic

Religious Education

Why is Christmas

Children will learn about some of the key traditions

important to celebrated at Christmas time, for example, Why are
Christians? presents given? Children will also be introduced to the
meaning of advent and explore what advent calendars
symbolise.
Cooking and Nutrition |Guacamole Children will learn about basic culinary hygiene
practices, healthy eating and knife skills to prepare
Mexican guacamole.
Educational Mexico Day

Visits/Visitors

Christmas production




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the First Half of Spring Term

Context for Learning: Noble Nurses




RSHE

Respectful
relationships

Caring Friendships
Drugs, alcohol and

tobacco

Healthy Lifestyles

Gender stereotypes
Respect for themselves and others even when they are
very different from themselves.

Conflict resolution. Supporting friends and sharing
problems.

To know how to use medicines safely.

Children will develop an understanding of good hygiene
and the importance of a healthy and varied diet.

Cultural Diversity

The opportunities
and challenges of
diversity

Taught through History work on Mary Seacole and
Florence Nightingale.

Religious Education

Special books and
stories.

Children will explore some of the special books and
stories across a range of religions including Islam,
Judaism and Christianity

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Florence Nightingale Day (in school)




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the Second Half of Spring Term

Context for Learning: Cracking Eggs!




Mental Wellbeing

Physical Health &
Fitness

To know what to do and who to talk to if you are feeling
sad.

To know how to stay healthy through good food,
exercise and self-care.

Healthy Eating
Cultural Diversity Personal and cultural |To recognise and respect different identities and
identity cultures, including their own.

Religious Education

What is a special
place?

Children will explore the places that are special to them.
They will learn about places of worship in different
religions and what makes them special

Cooking and Nutrition

Children will develop an understanding of good hygiene
and the importance of a healthy and varied diet.

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Living Eggs in school for two weeks.
Visit from the Raptor Foundation.




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the First Half of Summer Term

Context for Learning: Farm to Fork!




RHSE

Respectful Relationships
Caring Friendships

Respecting others and our differences.
Building friendships through kindness.

Cultural Diversity

How do we look after our
World?

Children will explore how our actions make a difference
locally and globally.

Religious Education

How do we look after
our world?

Children will begin to explore and appreciate the natural
world, using a range of the world faiths as a context.
They will learn about contemporary and traditional
creation stories and consider ways in which we can all
help care for the world.

Cooking and Nutrition

Not taught this term.

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Visit to a farm




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the Second Half of
Summer Term

Context for Learning: Sea Shells and Shanties




Languages

Not taught this topic

Physical Education

Swimming
Athletics

Swimming lessons at Parkside
Running and jumping

RHSE

Health and Prevention
Being Safe

Safety in our relationships with others

Identifying basic body parts

Understanding the difference between safe and unsafe
touch (PANTS rule)

Identifying trusted adults and knowing it is important to
share their concerns with them.

Sun Safety

Cultural Diversity

Working together

Chiripas (DIALLS)

Taught through all subjects.

Children will explore environmental issues concerning
plastic pollution in our seas.

Religious Education

Special times

Children will learn about special times in Islam including
Ramadan and Eid.

Cooking and Nutrition

Buried Treasure

Using ‘bridge’ and ‘claw’ cutting techniques to chop fruit,
combining with yoghurt to make a summer dessert.

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Seaside day including drama workshop.




