Curriculum Framework
for

Reception



The National Curriculum and
the Early Years Foundation Stage

In Nursery and Reception we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. A link to this
can be found on our website.

In Years One to Six we follow the national curriculum for England and Wales. A link to the
National Curriculum can be found on our website. This gives a detailed breakdown of
programmes of study for each curriculum area as follows:

English Programmes of Study for:
e Year One
e Year Two,
e “Lower Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Four)
e “Upper Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Six)
e Programmes of Study for each Year Group for Vocabulary, Grammar

and Punctuation

Maths Programmes of Study for each group from Years One to Six

Science Programmes of Study for each group from Years One to Six

All other Attainment Targets and Subject Content for Key Stage One (Years One and
National Two) and Key Stage Two (Years Three to Six)

Curriculum

Subjects

We also follow the Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

How the Curriculum Is Organised

On the following pages you can see what is being taught in each curriculum area each half term.

Whatever we are teaching, there are certain key features that are consistent about how the
curriculum is organised and delivered...

1. A “Context for Learning”

We teach most subjects through a “Context for Learning”. This is the over-arching topic we use to
provide a meaningful context to the children’s work. Usually each half term will have a different
“Context for Learning”. We use these contexts to teach all the national curriculum subjects, and
look to make links between the subject areas.

Literacy and mathematics are taught each day and linked to the theme where possible. Some
lessons may be taught discretely if they do not fit in with the context for learning.

We may when appropriate focus on a particular curriculum area for a few days. For example,
rather than having one art lesson at a particular time every week, children may have a week
focusing on art, enabling them to really get their teeth into a particular project.

Some curriculum areas may not be taught every half term (for example, History may be taught one
half term then Geography the following half term).

2. An Exciting “Entry Point”

Each context for learning begins with a “wow” entry point for the children. The purpose of these is
to stimulate children’s excitement, interest and motivation to learn. These events usually happenin




the first couple of weeks of teaching using that context. They may involve children going on a
class trip or it may be an event organised in school.

3. Our Question Boards

Each class begins each half term’s context for learning by brainstorming what they already know
about the area and generating questions that they would like to find out the answers to. Each
classroom has a “questions board” with the children’s questions displayed. These help inform the
teacher’s planning for each half term and are used to help the children to become active,
independent learners.

We strongly believe that this skills-based approach to teaching and learning has a positive impact
on your child’s enjoyment and achievement at school.

A Personalised Curriculum for Your Child

Precise learning objectives are differentiated according to each child’s next steps in their learning.
You can find out more detail about your child’s next steps in learning by coming to the Parents’
Evening Meetings in the Autumn and Spring terms, from your child’s Annual Written Report in the
Summer Term and by making an appointment with your child’s class teacher if you feel you need
more information or have any concerns.

Homework is another good way of keeping up with what your child is learning. Reading with your
child, helping them learn spellings, number bonds, multiplication tables and other activities that are
sent home give a good indication of the areas your child is working on.



Our Curriculum for Reception for the First Half of Autumn

Term

Context for Learning: All About Us!




Cooking and Nutrition

. Learning how to use the salad bar at lunchtime

. Learning how to use cutlery at lunchtime

e Talking about healthy choices at snack time

. Learning about the importance of drinking water
Educational e Visiting the school lunch hall

VisitS/ViSitOrS e Visiting the school library




Our Curriculum for Reception for the Second Half of Autumn

Term

Context for Learning: Celebrations




Our Curriculum for Reception for the First Half of Spring Term
Context for Learning: We’re Going On a Bear Hunt!




COOkII’Ig and e Making honey sandwiches - practising spreading and cutting
Nutrition

Our Curriculum for Reception for the Second Half of Spring

Term

Context for Learning: Once Upon A Time




COOklng and Nutrition . Making porridge — observing how food changes during the

cooking process
Understanding the difference between sweet and savoury

food

Our Curriculum for Reception for the First Half of Summer
Term

Context for Learning: Look what is happening! (Growing)




Cooking and Nutrition

. Find out about glow, grow and go foods
. Foods which grow in our country — how do potatoes get
from the farm to our forks?

Educational
Visits/Visitors e (Caterpillars in the classroom
e Health and Wellbeing Week




Our Curriculum for Reception for the Second Half of Summer

Term

Context for Learning: Around the World




Cooking and Nutrition

. Banana sandwiches — chopping and halving

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Visits from parents — food around the world and
cultures/traditions/celebrations around the world
Sports Day on Parker’s Piece




