St Matthew’s School Newsletter — 24" April 2015

Girls’ Football Competition

Our Girls Year 5/6 football team entered the Cambridge South Schools Sports Partnership competition this week,
playing four games in one evening at Coleridge School. The team put in a great performance, coming second in their
group to qualify for the third place play off. In a great game in which they created a lot of chances they lost to a very
late goal to finish fourth overall. Well done to the team, and to Mr Collard and Mr Wellington who have run our
Girls Football Club to prepare the team.

Next Monday the boys play their second round of matches in their competition. Good luck!

The Raptor Foundation Visits Year Two

Last week Year 2 had a visit from the Raptor Foundation. We learned about different birds of prey and some children
had a go at falconry in a flying demonstration. After the visit we were able to dissect some owl pellets to identify the
bones of the mice and shrews from the owl’s previous meal! It was very exciting and we learned a lot about these
wonderful creatures. Many thanks to the PTA for helping to fund the visit through sales from the Year 2 cake sale.

Class Assemblies

We have seen three great class assemblies in the last two weeks — from Mr Collards’ class, Mrs Evans’ class and Ms
Bailey’s. Well done for all your hard work, and thank you to all of the parents who have turned up to see the
children showcase their learning.

News from the Governors - Meet the Head Update

Just before the Easter holidays, Tony held one of his 'Meet the Head' sessions where parents and carers are invited to
come along and discuss whole school issues. As well as a chance for parents to meet Tony, there are always at least
two parent governors in attendance (on this occasion there were three of us!) and so it also doubles as a good
opportunity for parents and carers to meet their elected governors, should they wish to do so.

This meeting mainly covered three broad areas:

Launch of the New Website

Tony had hoped that this meeting would have signalled the launch of our new eSchools website but unfortunately,
technical hitches have delayed that launch until early on in the next half-term. Tony did navigate around a version of
the impressive new website for us which led to a discussion on email and how it will be used with the new system. In
the first instance, teachers and the PTA would have email addresses attached to this system, allowing parents to
contact them directly. In the second instance, all years will have access to email and all children will be given training




to use the system safely and appropriately. Tony pointed out that sending and replying to email was now part of the
national curriculum along with E-safety lessons. There were several inbuilt measures in place to protect children, such
as a 'bully button' and words (including certain misspelt words!) that will trigger an alert to the class teacher. Protocol
for staff on issues arising from the new system will be put in place prior to launch.

School Development Plan

From September, governors will agree a new school development plan which will consist of four or five overarching
targets, with more specific targets within them. While our Key Stage 2 results are consistently above average, we
would like to see further improvements in our writing levels and this is likely to be one of the areas of focus. We
would also like to see improved outcomes for our pupil premium children and this is likely to be another target in the
development plan.

Playground Update

Tony was pleased to report that a recent LA inspection of the playground led the inspector to be impressed by the
range and quality of the activities the children have during their time outside. The PTA were going to meet with Tony
to discuss how PTA funds can be spent to further improve permanent structures installed in both the short and long
term.

Parents asked a number of questions, including the following:

e Has the school improved teaching since the last inspection? (This was one of the targets in the last OFSTED
report.)
Tony was pleased to report that in his view there has been an improvement in the overall level of teaching
across the school, as a result of various initiatives.

e Pedestrian Safety on East Road/Burleigh Street
A parent brought up the issue of safety for children en route to and from school at the neck of East Road and
Burleigh/Norfolk Street. At present, the crossing is used by cyclists and pedestrians with no markings to
delineate the two. In addition, cars are using the cut through between Adam and Eve St and East Road (past
Charlie's) which, combined with cyclists who are permitted to cycle down Burleigh and Fitzroy Street in the
mornings, creates a further potential hazard for children walking to and from school. On behalf of the
governors, I have sent an email highlighting these concerns to the relevant people in the council and look
forward to updating you on progress with this in future emails. If any other parents or carers would like to
discuss this issue with me, I am very happy for you to contact me directly
on: jdean@stmatthews.cambs.sch.uk

Lost Property Clear Out Next Friday

We have come to the end of the month so next Friday we will be clearing away any lost property that has not been
claimed. Pleased make sure that you have reclaimed any lost property by the end of next Thursday 30™ April.

Chef Visits Year Four

This week saw another visit to Year Four of Idris Caldoza, the chef who worked with the school a few years ago as

part of the “Adopt a Chef” programme. That scheme has now finished but we are very grateful to have Idris with us

again to give the children such a wonderful experience from a trained professional
—— -

Comic Relief

This year for Red Nose Day the children and staff did something funny for money! Faces were painted and wigs were
worn. Parents and children donated £362.61 on the day. We also held a Talent Show on the last day of term. There
were some fabulous acts. It’s amazing the amount of talent we have here at St. Matthew’s. An additional £141.30
was raised for a grand total of £503.91 for this very worthy cause.
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