Curriculum Framework
for
Year 2



St Matthew’s Curriculum Statement

Here at St Matthew’s, we have developed a statement that outlines all that we want our children to
achieve in their time at St Matthew’s Primary School. We aim for the children to achieve all of the
following through following our taught curriculum in the classroom and by participating in the wider
life of the school, its culture and values. Here is our statement below:

We want our curriculum to prepare children for the future so that they may
lead happy, positive and fulfilling lives.

We want the children to develop the skills, knowledge and confidence to make
and take opportunities in life. This is in terms of academic excellence and by
developing the healthy lifestyle, attitudes, dispositions, values and ways of
thinking that will promote their sense of well-being, happiness and fulfilment.

We want the children to have a wide range of experiences to enable them to
discover and develop their individual interests, a sense of who they are and
what they want to be.

We want the children to be motivated, engaged and enthusiastic about their
learning, and take this enthusiasm forward into everything that they do. This
will enable them to be curious, life-long learners.

We want children to be confident to take risks, to be resilient to learn from
mistakes and to know how to get help and support when they need it.

We want the children to be critical thinkers, to question what they are told and
come to their own conclusions.

We want the children to know their rights and responsibilities, in school, in our
community and in wider society.

We want children to reflect on their values and act accordingly.

We want the children to learn the skills to develop strong, positive
relationships and friendships.

We want the children to be open minded and culturally aware. We want them
to understand that people are different, including having different families,
relationships, beliefs, views and opinions. We want them to embrace, respect
and celebrate this diversity.



The National Curriculum and
the Early Years Foundation Stage

In Nursery and Reception we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. A link to this can be
found on our website.

In Years One to Six we follow the national curriculum for England and Wales. A link to the National
Curriculum can be found on our website. This gives a detailed breakdown of programmes of study for each
curriculum area as follows:

English Programmes of Study for:

Year One

Year Two,

“‘Lower Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Four)

“Upper Key Stage Two” (by the end of Year Six)

Programmes of Study for each Year Group for Vocabulary, Grammar
and Punctuation

Maths Programmes of Study for each group from Years One to Six

Science Programmes of Study for each group from Years One to Six

All other Attainment Targets and Subject Content for Key Stage One (Years One and
National Two) and Key Stage Two (Years Three to Six)

Curriculum

Subjects

We also follow the Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.
How the Curriculum Is Organised

On the following pages you can see what is being taught in each curriculum area each half term.

Whatever we are teaching, there are certain key features that are consistent about how the
curriculum is organised and delivered...

1. A “Context for Learning”

We teach most subjects through a “Context for Learning”. This is the over-arching topic we use to
provide a meaningful context to the children’s work. Usually each half term will have a different
“Context for Learning”. We use these contexts to teach all the national curriculum subjects, and
look to make links between the subject areas.

Literacy and mathematics are taught each day and linked to the theme where possible. Some
lessons may be taught discretely if they do not fit in with the context for learning.

We may when appropriate focus on a particular curriculum area for a few days. For example,
rather than having one art lesson at a particular time every week, children may have a week
focusing on art, enabling them to really get their teeth into a particular project.

Some curriculum areas may not be taught every half term (for example, History may be taught one
half term then Geography the following half term).

2. An Exciting “Entry Point”

Each context for learning begins with a “wow” entry point for the children. The purpose of these is
to stimulate children’s excitement, interest and motivation to learn. These events usually happen in



the first couple of weeks of teaching using that context. They may involve children going on a
class trip or it may be an event organised in school.

3. Our Question Boards

Each class begins each half term’s context for learning by brainstorming what they already know
about the area and generating questions that they would like to find out the answers to. Each
classroom has a “questions board” with the children’s questions displayed. These help inform the
teacher’s planning for each half term and are used to help the children to become active,
independent learners.

We strongly believe that this skills-based approach to teaching and learning has a positive impact
on your child’s enjoyment and achievement at school.

A Personalised Curriculum for Your Child

Precise learning objectives are differentiated according to each child’s next steps in their learning.
You can find out more detail about your child’s next steps in learning by coming to the Parents’
Evening Meetings in the Autumn and Spring terms, from your child’s Annual Written Report in the
Summer Term and by making an appointment with your child’s class teacher if you feel you need
more information or have any concerns.

Homework is another good way of keeping up with what your child is learning. Reading with your
child, helping them learn spellings, number bonds, multiplication tables and other activities that are
sent home give a good indication of the areas your child is working on.

Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the First Half of Autumn Term

Context for Learning: The Great Fire of London




PSHE and Citizenship  |Rights and Children will reflect on classroom and school rules and
responsibilities. why we need them. They will learn about democracy
and understand how to share their opinions, ensuring
listening to others and showing respect.

Religious Education Why do we Children will learn about celebrations in a range of
celebrate? religions including Christian harvest, Jewish Sukkot and
Hindu Diwali.




Cooking and Nutrition

Bread rolls

Children will learn to form bread by mixing, kneading
and shaping.

Educational
Visits/Visitors

History Off the Page — Great Fire of London activity day




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the Second Half of
Autumn Term

Context for Learning: Mexico




PSHE and Citizenship

Family and Friends Children will explore the concept of friendship,
identifying what a friend is and does, recognising the
importance of diversity in friendship.

Anti-bullying Week Change starts with us.

Religious Education Why is Christmas Children will learn about some of the key traditions
important to celebrated at Christmas time, for example, Why are
Christians? presents given? Children will also be introduced to the
meaning of advent and explore what advent calendars
symbolise.

Cooking and Nutrition

Children will learn about basic culinary hygiene
practices, healthy eating and knife skills to prepare
Mexican guacamole.

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Visit to Nanna Mexico to make guacamole.
Christmas production




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the First Half of Spring Term

Context for Learning: Florence Nightingale




Dance:
Magical Friendships

develop forehand and backhand strokes. They will
continue to practice throwing and aiming at targets.

Children will work in groups and individually to respond
to various stimuli. They will be encouraged to use
movement imaginatively linking it to the dance idea of
magical friendships.

PHSE and Citizenship

Diversity and
Communities

Working Together

Children will develop their sense of personal identity
and self-worth. They will begin to respect the needs and
views of others, learning about different groups and
cultures within their community.

Children will explore their own strengths and skills and
will identify a new skill to develop. They will develop
their listening skills, take turns and practise group work
skills, including discussion, negotiation and co-
operation.

They will be aware of how their strengths and skills can
be useful in a group.

Religious Education

Special books and
stories.

Children will explore some of the special books and
stories across a range of religions including Islam,
Judaism and Christianity

Food Education

Healthy Lifestyles

Children will develop an understanding of good hygiene
and the importance of a healthy and varied diet as part
of their TastEd lessons.

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Florence Nightingale day (in school)




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the Second Half of Spring Term

Context for Learning: Cracking Eggs!




History Not taught during this half term.
Geography Not taught during this half term.
Languages Not taught this topic

Physical Education

Cricket

Children will be taught catching and throwing skills by
our specialist Cricket coach.

Children will continue to explore different balances and
holds in gym on a range of apparatus.

PHSE and Citizenship

Drug Education

To have a basic understanding of how things can get in
the body and that some can be helpful and some can be
harmful.

To become aware of safety rules concerning medicines
and be able to name people who could help them take
them safely.

To understand that there can be alternatives to medicine
used to feel better.

To be able to recognise simple risks and suggest ways
of managing given scenarios.

Religious Education

Should we look after
our world?

Children will begin to explore and appreciate the natural
world, using a range of the world faiths as a context.
They will learn about contemporary and traditional
creation stories and consider ways in which we can all
help care for the world.

Cooking and Nutrition

Children will develop an understanding of good hygiene
and the importance of a healthy and varied diet.
Children will learn how to use the ‘bridge’ and ‘claw’
knife skills and baking skills including cracking and
beating eggs, mixing and combining. They will apply
these skills to prepare and evaluate mini breakfast
frittatas.

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Living Eggs in school for two weeks.
Visit from the Raptor Foundation.




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the First Half of Summer Term

Context for Learning: Farm to Fork!




Physical Education

Swimming
Outdoor and adventure — trails, trust and teamwork

PHSE and Citizenship

Managing Change

To be able to talk about ways in which they have
changed since they were babies as well as identifying
recent achievements. To know that change is a normal
part of life and that sometimes we can plan for it and
sometimes we can’t.

To identify changes that they or other children might
experience in their lives.

To name some emotions they or others might feel at
particular times of change. To suggest some strategies
they might use to cope with times of change, including
approaching others for help. To know that change can
be positive and something to look forward to.

Religious Education

What is a special
place?

Children will explore the places that are special to them.
They will learn about places of worship in different
religions and what makes them special.

Cooking and Nutrition

Children will be using the produce that we grow
during this topic to create food for them to eat.

Educational
Visits/Visitors

Visit to a farm




Our Curriculum for Year 2 for the Second Half of
Summer Term

Context for Learning: Sea Shells and Shanties

PHSE and Citizenship

Religious Education Special times

Cooking and Nutrition

Growing and
changing
SRE 1 and 2

Healthy Lifestyles.

To be able to recognise babies, children and adults of
different ages and put them into age order. To
understand that human babies grow inside their
mothers. To be able to describe the main physical
developments which take place in early childhood. To
be able to describe some of the changes in
responsibilities and expectations during early childhood.
Children will learn about special times in Islam including
Ramadan and Eid.

Buried treasure - Children will develop an
understanding of good hygiene and the importance of a
healthy and varied diet. Children will learn knife skills to
prepare and cut a mixture of fruit. They will apply these




skills to prepare and evaluate various dishes including a
Buried Treasure fruit salad.

Educational History off the page — Seaside day
Visits/Visitors




