
Welcome to 
St Matthew’s Primary School



Our Reception Team
Mulberry Cherry Oak 

Mrs Bushen           Mrs Hill 

(Monday-Thursday)         (Friday) 

Mrs Tomlinson 

(Monday – Friday)

Mrs Sewell        Miss Argasinska 

(Monday-Tuesday)        (Wednesday-Friday) 



Our Office Team
office@stmatthews.cambs.sch.uk

Mrs Maskell             Mrs Murphy         Mrs Holton

Debbie               Michelle 



Working Together 

Parents as 
partners

Communication 



Home school liaison books or 
email  

Weekly learning overview 
sheets 

Parents evening or end
of year reports  

Book shares – Learning 
Journeys

Reading diaries  



Our ethos in Reception at 
St Matthew’s



Our School Values 
Characteristics of 
Effective Learning

� Playing and Exploring 
� Children investigate and explore things and ‘have a go’

� Active Learning 
� Children concentrate and keep on trying even if they 

encounter difficulties, they learn to enjoy their own 
achievements

� Creating and Thinking Critically
� Children have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas and develop strategies for doing things 

Kindness 
Empathy 

Forgiveness
Thankfulness                     

Respect 
Curiosity
Creativity 

Independence 
Co-operation  
Responsibility 
Perseverance 

Integrity
Self awareness 
Assertiveness
Enthusiasm 



The EYFS Curriculum 
Prime Areas 

Specific Areas 

�Prime Areas 
Communication and language 

Physical development

Personal, social and emotional 
development 

�Specific Areas
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world 
Expressive arts and design 



Your child’s learning 
* Play based curriculum 
* “Busy Learning”: independent learning 
* Whole class 
* Small group 
* One to one 



Our Environment
* Independent Learning/Busy Learning

* Indoor and Outdoor Learning 
* Gazebo Areas
* Our Garden 

* Main school Playground



A Typical Day in Reception
Start school at 8:45am and go straight to Busy learning

Whole class input

Small group work and independent learning

Fruit time and story/ discussion

Outside time / guided reading

Whole class: Phonics

Lunchtime

Whole class teaching 

Small group work and independent learning

Fruit time 

Outside time

Story time

Home time 3:15pm 



Phonics 
Learning to read and write



Lunchtimes 



Transition
• Stay and Play visits at the end 

of this term – Monday 11th July 
and Wednesday 13th July (3:30-
4:30pm)

• Home Visits or Individual 
Classroom visits to your child’s 
classroom in September 

• Small Groups in the first few 
weeks



Pick up and drop off:

Please say goodbye in the line

Please be punctual 

Encourage your child’s Independence



Our Top Tips
*  Encourage Independence – coats, shoes, toileting

* Be positive about school
* Boost your child’s self esteem

• Play dates 
• Look at the Early Section on the school website

• Check up – Eyes and ears 

What your child needs to bring in September
Daily: water, fruit, book bag

To be kept at school: wellies, a rain coat

We will let you know when PE will start. The 
children come dressed in their PE kit.  

Name Everything



Thank you for coming.


